LA Mission college        Political Science 1: The Government of the United States        3358 Sp2007, UC:CSU, 3 Units
	Instructor: Mr. Som Chounlamountry, MA
	Office Hours: TBA 
	LEC: Mondays 7-10:10 PM
ROOM: INST 1001 
	Email: chounlam@usc.edu


COURSE SYLLABUS (5 Feb 2007)


This course is an analytical study of politics and political institutions in the United States and the state of California. It investigates human behavior within the framework of those political institutions and further understanding of the roles of the mass media and of the economy in American politics.  It deals with how the U.S. Constitution and the government meet democracy’s challenge in a world of change. The latter part of the course will focus on California paying particular attention to political, economic, cultural and demographic trends. This course has been approved for credit transfer to the University of California and the California State University systems.  

1.
Required: Greenberg & Page. America’s Democratic Republic. Pearson Longman.
2.
Recommended: Field, M.; California Government and Politics Today, 11th or 10th edition (ISBN: 0-321-12962-8)
COURSE OBJECTIVES

Content Knowledge — Upon completion of this course the student will have an understanding of, or be able to apply, the following principles and concepts:

1.
The influence of representative government on our daily lives, and of the citizens with their respective values upon the policies and institutions of government.

2.
The basic constitutional principles of separation of powers and check and balance between the three branches of government.

3.
A respect for The Bill of Rights and the evolution of American Civil Rights.

4.
An understanding of the interaction and relationships between federal, state, and local governments as they operate in different national and cultural contexts.

5.
An understanding of basic political processes and instructions at all levels in a way that empowers them with a critical thinking ability to gain access in a democracy.

Exit Skills — Upon completion of this course the student have the following skills:

1.
To be able to critically analyze state, local and national news.

2.
To be able to explain and discuss how federal, state and local government interrelate and impact the lives of its citizens.

3.
To critically analyze issues to be voted on in a ballot.

4.
To be able to comfortably work in, or run, and election campaign.

5.
To have the knowledge of how to influence legislation, and write legislators.

6.
To know how your rights as a citizen, and the protections afforded by the Bill of Rights, along with the Civil Rights and Voting Rights Acts.
GRADING

	GRADING SCALE

	A = 450 Points and above

	B = 400 to 449 Points

	C = 350 to 399 Points

	D = 300 to 349 Points

	F = 299 Points and Below

	POINT DISTRIBUTION

	Midterm (2 Hours) = 100 Points

	Final (2 Hours) = 150 Points

	Research Paper (all components) = 100 Points

	Political Scrapbook (all components) = 90 Points

	6 Quizzes (30 minutes each) = 60 Points


To help ensure that students can obtain and maintain good grades, students are encouraged to volunteer for extra-credit.  SERVICE LEARNING (Volunteering for the Community).  Students can earn up to one whole grade improvement for the course. Students can earn the maximum points by volunteering for 25 hours.  Each hour is worth a +2 points improvement.  Maximum for EXTRA-CREDIT is 50 Points.
	EXAM & CLASS POLICIES


Policy on Late Work

All assignments are due in class.  Please keep an electronic copy of all your work.  Late assignments will be penalized. If an assignment is not turned in by its deadline, 10% will be deducted for each week it is late for non-medical excuses. 

Plagiarism and Cheating Policy

As a college student, you are a member of an academic community that strives to maintain the highest standards of academic quality. When you joined this community, you willingly accepted that you would earn your grade based on your own work. Your faculty and fellow students shall expect no less from you than full honesty in your academic work and in your contribution to our academic environment. 

	PS1 CALENDAR OF ASSIGNMENTS*          *subject to adjustments


	
	Readings
	Political

Scrapbook
	Quizzes & Exam
	Paper Components

	Week 1: Feb 5-10
	ADR Chapter 1: American Democratic Republic
	 
	 
	 

	Week 2 Feb 12-16
	ADR Chapter 2: The Constitution
	Section 1: Learning About Politics 
	 
	P1: Topic Proposal and Outline

	Week 3 Feb 19-24
	ADR Chapter 3: Federalism
	 
	Quiz1: American Political Culture
	 

	Week 4: Feb 26-Mar2
	ADR Read US Constitution & Declaration of Independence
	Section 2: Seeing Politics
	Quiz2: Bill of Rights
	 

	Week 5: Mar 5-9
	ADR Chapter 4: Civil Liberties
	 
	 
	P2: Preliminary Research 

	Week 6: Mar 12-15
	ADR Chapter 5: Civil Rights
	Section 3: Political Me
	 
	 

	Week 7: Mar 19-23
	ADR Chapter 6: Public Opinion and Political Learning
	 
	Quiz3: Civil Liberties, Civil  Rights, Public Opinion & Political Learning
	 

	Week 8: Mar 26-30
	Review for MIDTERM:  ADR Chapters & Quiz1-4
	
	EXAM: MIDTERM (2 hours)
	 

	Week 9: SPRING BREAK; NO CLASSES
	
	
	
	

	Week 10: April 9-13
	ADR Chapter 11: Congress
	 
	 
	P3: Detailed Outline with Sources

	Week 11: Apr 16-20
	ADR Chapter 12: The Presidency
	Section 4: Me As a Voter
	 
	 

	Week 12: April 23-27
	ADR Chapter 14: The Courts
	 
	Quiz4: The Three Branches
	 

	Week 13: Apr 30-May 4
	California Chapter 1-3
	Section 5: Me As the Policy Maker 
	 
	P4: First Draft

	Week 14: May 7-11
	California Chapter 4-7
	 
	Quiz5: CA1—CA chps 1-7
	 

	Week 15: May 14-18
	California Chapter 8-11
	 Section 6: My Declaration
	 
	

	Week 16: May 21-25
	California Chapter 12-15
	 
	Quiz6: CA2—CA Chps 8-15
	 P5: Final Draft

	Week 17: May 29-Jun1
	 STUDY WEEK
	 
	 
	 

	Week 18: Jun 4-8: Final Exam
	 Review for FINAL ADR Chapters and ALL California Chapters & Quiz 1-6
	 
	EXAM: FINAL  
(2 hours)
	 


